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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston. Illinois 
HARRY READ. D1rector of Information and Pubhcdl!ons (:'17) 581-2820 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
September 4, 1985 
CHARLESTON, IL--Charles John Tolch, '48, will be a recipient of the 1985 
Distinguished Alumnus Award as part of Eastern Illinois University's 71st 
Homecoming celebration Oct. 12. 
Tolch is a professor in the University of Wisconsin-Madison Theatre Arts 
and Drama Department and has directed many outstanding plays and musicals. 
His production of "DANDELION" won high acclaim and was chosen to perform 
at The Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington. The production gave 
11 performances in March, 1983. 
In June of last year, Tolch was acclaimed internationally for his production 
of "SNOOPY" and was the lone United States representative at the 24th International 
Festival of the Child in Sibenik, Yugoslavia. 
His contributions to the arts are enormous, and most recently he was editor 
of the The Children's Revies, a noted professional journal. 
Tolch has presented several papers at university education conferences 
across the country, and has directed many creative shows for the Children 
Theatre which have been singled out for praise by the Children's Theatre Association 
of America (CTAA). 
"He is a teacher held in high regard by students and faculty alike," 
wrote a former associate, "and he has raised the quality of CTAA education to its 
highest level ever." 
Tolch received his M.S. from Michigan State University in 1950, and was 
awarded the Ph.D. from The Ohio State University in 1959. He holds membership in 
numerous offices and organizations. 
Tolch is also supervisor of the Theatre Drama Teachers Education Program 
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and the Assistant Dean of the University's Letters and Science Department. He 
is listed in the 17th and 18th editions of Who's Who in the Midwest. 
He was born in Sigel, IL., is married and has two daughters. 
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